
Whale Watching Guidance
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Don’t swim with, touch or feed whales

Don’t encircle whales with boats

Avoid change directions quickly

Don’t park your boat in their path

Don’t approach whales when they’re resting
(the whale will look like it’s not moving and 
will be �oating at the surface)

Don’t place your boat between individual whales

Don’t approach head on or from behind, as 
this will cut off their movements

When out in a boat, you can minimize the 
risk of disturbing whales by:

Stay at least 200 meters away from whales

Reduce your speed to 7 knots when within 
400 meters of any whale

If a whale surfaces when closer than 100 
meters to your vessel, stop immediately

Approach whales from the side, and keep 
clear of their path

Even if you’re not looking for whales, keep 
your eyes out for a blow

Staying on the inshore side of the whales 
when they’re travelling close to shore

Limiting your viewing time to 30 minutes to 
reduce the impact of many vessels and give 
consideration to other viewers


